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WEATHER

The week was warm with temperatures averaging

from twelve degrees above normal in the northwest up
to twenty degrees above normal in the northeast
Only light amounts of precipitation occurred the
first half of the week with amounts varying from
traces up to .12 inch.

GENERAL

The main activities of Nebraska farmers and

ranchers this past week included calving activities and
spring field work. Field work consisted mainly of discing,

fertilizer applications to pastures and cropland, and drilling
of oats and alfalfa.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition was rated at 2% very poor,

14% poor, 51% fair, 31% good, and 2% excellenL Many

counties continue to indicate problems with winter kill, lack
of moisture, and wind erosion on their wheat fields. Also,

army cutworms and crown rot continue to affect some
fields.

CROPS {Cone)

Oat seeding progressed to 46% complete with good
progress in all areas. Seedbed preparation and seeding
activities continue where local field cOnditions permit

Sugar beet planting activity progressed well this

past week in western fields.

Soil moisture supplies were nearly unchanged from

a week ago. Concerns persist over short subsoil moisture

supplies and possible affects on this year's pastures and
crops.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was reported as 72%

of normal, in the poor to fair category. Producers, in most

cases, arc waiting for pastures to green up before moving

cattle onto them. The lack of moisture in many areas has

delayed spring grass growth. Supplemental feeding

continues. Spring calving is reportedly going well due to

favorable calving weather.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS
AS OF APRIL 7, 1991

% oat acreage planted

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS STATE LAST LAST J AVER-
NW NC NE C EC SW SC SE WEEK YEAR AGE
34 45 38 33 48 ' 31 74 92 46 15 60 43

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF APRIL 5, 1991

Days suitable 6A 6.6 5.0 4.8 4.6 4.1 3.7 6.5 5.4 3.6 NA

Topsoil moisture - Short 90 56 24 15 16 15 62 6 36 28 19

(Percent) - Adequate 10 44 58 85 79 85 38 94 61 63 79
- Surplus 0 0 18 0 5 0 O O 3 9 2

Subsoil moisture - Short 65 75 53 61 63 85 100 75 70 70 94

(Percent) - Adequate 35 25 47 39 37 15 0 25 30 29 6
- Surplus O O 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
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